AMERISPAN PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS

P ITALIAN FOR FASHION
AmeriSpan Milan, Italy

Course Details

Length: 2 weeks

Minimum Italian Level: Mid-Intermediate (if zero, add 10-12 weeks of regular Italian before course)

For Whom: Fashion designers, fashion industry professionals, students, and novices with an interest in Italian
fashion

Schedule: 20 hrs/wk Italian in small groups & 10 hrs/wk of private Fashion classes

Text & Materials: customizable

Field Trips or Excursions: guided visits to shops, fashion producers, fashion museums and designer studios

Overview

This theory course is dedicated to those who are interested in the world of fashion as a hobby or for professional
reasons. As in all thematic courses, this one aims not only at providing knowledge of the language of fashion, but also
at improving the student’s general knowledge of the Italian language on the basis of the didactic principle that the
things that interest us are much more easily assimilated.

The program focuses on the language of this important sector of the Italian economy and culutre, aiming at providing
students with the basic vocabulary and technical expressions that are most often used. After identifying the basic
technical vocabulary and expressions, the student is helped to assimilate them through targeted exercises and

discussions. On the request of the student, guided visits can be arranged to shops, fashion producers, fashion
museums and designer studios.

Concepts

Topics that may be discussed during the course:
1. Natural fibers

2. Artificial fibers

3. Synthetic fibers

4. Other materials

5. Fabrics

6. Sizes and measurements
7. Brands and labeling

8. Sweaters

9. Intimate wear

10. Accessaories

11. Furs

12. Leather and shoes
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13. Technologies and clothing production
14. Design

15. Designers and fashion houses

16. Fashion shows

17. Marketing

18. Distribution

19. Trade fairs

Since the material is extremely broad and cannot be covered in a thorough manner in the few available lessons,
students may begin the course by planning with the instructor a program with a narrower focus on the basis of their
needs, with a concentration on only several topics. In particular, if a student needs to increase his or her expertise in a
specific area for professional reasons, we recommend that he or she inform us before arriving in order to give the
instructor sufficient time to prepare a specific program with selected texts. For example, if a student works for a
clothing producer that buys fabric in Italy, the course may focus on types of natural and artificial fabrics, methods of
production, dyes, identification of the fibers used to make the fabrics, in particular mixed-fiber fabrics, the Italian
system of piece production, Italian import-export law, the main trade fairs, etc.
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